We evaluated the effects of age and ischemic time on myocardial damage with heart fatty acidbinding protein in 98 consecutive patients undergoing pediatric cardiac surgery in a prospective manner. The younger the age of the patients, the more vulnerable are their myocardia to injury caused by ischemia in pediatric cardiac surgery. In a rabbit model of cavopulmonary shunt, hypoxic pulmonary vasoconstriction was maintained by blood derived from the right ventricle. Without the blood flow, the vasoconstriction disappeared, strongly suggesting that a substance in hepatic venous effluent partially regulates physiologic pulmonary vascular function in the rabbit lung.
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